
 

Hadlow Green Growers - Report for AGM 2011 
The Growers Group, part of HadLOW CARBON Community, has been more than busy continuing 

their efforts to establish and cultivate the community allotment provided by Hadlow College. 

• Over the past year, with more members on board, the Group has cultivated a larger area of the 

plot and grown a wider variety of produce.  

• Early in the year, three new fruit trees were planted and “edible” hedging provided by the 

Woodland Trust was planted to provide produce for jams, cordials and chutneys in years to 

come. 

 With funding from a Grass Roots Grant the group have installed a secure tool store, built raised 

beds with reject scaffold boards and a new poly tunnel was erected.  The Grant also provided 

hoops and environmesh for plant protection and this has helped in protecting the brassicas from 

pigeons and other pests. 

• The group had access this year to the College’s glass houses in Court Lane to start off the seeds.  

There have been some great successes but also some failures:   

o There was a poor crop of potatoes but this was suffered by many in the SE with no rain 

through April, May and June.   

o The brassicas have done well although some cabbages have been badly eaten by slugs, 

but the red cabbages don't seem to have suffered as much.  Similarly the red brussel 

sprouts also seem more resistant to pests.  

o There was a bumper crop of courgettes and sales of surplus raised £14.   

o A variety of winter squashes have also produced a good harvest. 

o Peas and beans have not done so well.  The peas were eaten by the pigeons and beans 

suffered through lack of rain.  

o The tomatoes unfortunately got blight. 

o Cucumbers were grown for the first time and these proved to crop very well both 

indoors and out.  

o Celeriac is another new crop and this is growing well and will add to the kale, spinach, 

parsnips and leeks that will provide vegetables through to the end of the year. 

o The gooseberries got sawfly but there was still a reasonable crop.  There was an 

excellent crop of blackcurrants and raspberries, but no strawberries to speak of.  

 In September the Group celebrated their third harvest with a Barbeque using a lot of the food 

grown on the allotment. 

  In October the Growers Group donated a variety of produce for the St Mary’s Church Harvest 

Festival.  Unfortunately this was not distributed amongst the parishioners. 

Alison Williamson,  7th Nov 2011. 

 


