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Since our last AGM on 1 November 2010 much has been achieved.

We continue to pursue the aims of the group which are as follows:

a) To build awareness of Climate Change and the necessity for sustainable use of finite  
resources.

b) To bring together and foster understanding amongst residents of Hadlow and the 
surrounding areas and to promote sustainable activities.

c) To foster dialogue with local and regional authorities, organisations and businesses  
about facilitating a sustainable lifestyle.

d) To network with other local and regional environmental groups.

Activities over the past year: 

2010
November

 We are hosting a talk at The Old School Hall, Hadlow by the Tonbridge and Malling 
Conservation Officer on how to make listed buildings more energy efficient.

 We produced another Hadlow Calendar, copies of which were sold in various local 
shops and again sold out.  

 Book on Low Carbon Communities is published, with contributions by Dr Howard Lee 
and Julie Taylor. A copy of the book was also donated to Hadlow Library.

December
 We had our annual Christmas Meal at the Rose and Crown, in conjunction with the 

Save the Hadlow Tower Group.

2011
January 

 We installed four bicycle planters in the centre of the village. Most of the plants used 
had been donated by Coblands Nursery. The planters have been maintained 
throughout the year by various members of the group, with local businesses allowing 
access to obtain water from their premises. A big thank goes to Julie, who has done 
the lion share of caring for the planters.

 Hildegard attended the Low Carbon Community conference in London.
April 

 Members of our group compiled the first Hadlow Local Food directory. The launch of 
the directory was held at the Old School Hall with a local food celebration, and we 
had food and refreshment stalls, cakes, hot snacks and sample products for visitors 
to enjoy. There was also a raffle with prizes donated by locla businesses and group 
members. There were also plants from t he community allotment for sale.

 We presented a report on our year’s activities and those of the Growers Group for 
the Hadlow Annual Parish meeting.



May
 Hildegard attended the Local climate change and Big Society workshop networking 

event in Bearsted
 We had a stall at the Hadlow Plant Swap, which had been organised by the Hadlow 

Allotment group.
 Members of the group attended a Sustainability meeting at Hadlow College.

June
 Members of HadLOW CARBON Community created a stunning display to depict the 

Feeding of the Five Thousand, as part of the Church’s flower festival, held from 10th-
12th June. The group aimed to reflect their values of sustainability, by using locally 
sourced plant material from hedgerows and surrounding areas. This gave the display 
a very naturalistic impression, receiving lots of enthusiastic comments from the many 
visitors. We thank Hadlow College for lending us some drought tolerant plants that 
added further interest to the overall display. 

 Our local village library launched a new collection of environmentally-themed books. 
The ‘Green Shelves’ initiative was proposed by members of the HadLOW CARBON 
Community and the idea was supported by local library staff. More than 20 books 
made up the original collection, including books on topics such as gardening, 
recycling, food waste, climate change, saving energy, self-sufficiency and eco travel. 
KCC are considering purchasing a further set of books for children and teenagers on 
green subjects such as waste and caring for our environment.

July
 Members of the group attended a Sustainability meeting at Hadlow College.

September
 The group assembles a display of produce from the grower group plot at St.Mary’s 

Harvest Festival.
October

 Planting of 5000 spring bulbs, mainly crocus and snowdrops commenced. This event 
called on volunteers from the local community to join in, and we're hoping for a good 
turn-out for Sunday afternoon planting throughout the month of November. This event 
is part of the group's involvement with the TMBC 'Love where you live' campaign

Looking ahead:

 The third edition of the Hadlow Calendar is ready for sale.
 12 November. We are hosting a talk at The Old School Hall, Hadlow entitled: 'Is Solar 

for me?', giving advise on domestic solar panel installations.
 3 December. We will be having a stall at the Hadlow School Christmas fair.
 We are planning a waste busting event for Spring 2012 as part of the TMBC 'Love 

where you live' campaign.
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